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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 14152 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, RP 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIA FADES FROM SEATO EXERCISE 

1. THERE HAS BEEN O REPEAT NO AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATION 
AT THE MANILA PLANNING CONFERENCE FOR SEATEX-53, THE SEATO 
CIVIC ACTION EXERCISE SCHEDULED TAKE PLACE NEXT JANUARY 
IN THE PHILIPPINES. 

2. AUSTRALIA DID PARTICIPATE IN EARLIER PLANNING ON THIS 

NON CONTROVERSIAL COMMUNICATIONS AND ENGINEERING EXERCISE, 
SUGGESTING THAT DECISION NOT TO ATTEND THIS SESSION MAY 
BE BASED ON BROADER POLICY CONSIDERATIONS. 

3. ARE WEATHERVANES ELSEWHERE REGISTERING ANY RAPIDLY 
SHIFTING WINDS OUT OF CANBERRA ON PARTICIPATION IN SEATIO 
ACTIVITIES? 
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